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Abstract  

 
This study examined the coverage of domestic violence against women in select Nigerian dailies. Among the national 
dailies under review are Daily Sun, Vanguard and Guardian newspapers. The researcher used the content analysis 
research method in reviewing the manifest contents of the three papers from March 23rd to June 2020. The study 
period covered a total of 100 days which translates to 300 publications of the three newspapers under investigation. 
The specific objectives of the study are to ascertain whether the newspapers give prominence to domestic violence; 
find the dominant source of interventions for victims of domestic violence against women; observe whether the 
newspapers gave adequate publications to the rising domestic violence against women and find out if the newspapers 
actually follow-up domestic violence cases within the lockdown in their publications. The social responsibility and 
Agenda-setting theories served as the theoretical framework for the study. Findings revealed that the newspapers 
neither gave prominence nor adequate coverage to domestic violence against women within the lockdown period. It 
was also found that the newspapers hardly follow-up their stories on domestic violence within the period.  The 
researcher concluded that the select newspapers did not do well in their coverage of domestic violence in the period 
under investigation by publishing only 115 news items on such crimes within the period. The study recommended 
among others that the media should as a respect to their social responsibility functions expose the people to the 
harmful effects of domestic violence against women in the country.  
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INTRODUCTION  

Women form a greater percentage of the population of human population around the globe 

and as well play significant and varying roles both at home and at their places of work 

(Sambe, 2015). Unfortunately, this set of people face the highest level of unimaginable 

inhuman treatment globally, tearfully from their much-needed spouses who are expected to 

provide for them and protect them from all kinds of harm. On the contrary, their husbands 

unleash harm on them at every slightest provocation. Violence generally, is a threat to the 

globe with women and children as the most vulnerable and its outcome highly devastating. 

Domestic violence against women is a global infestation that transcends boundaries and 

occurs in all cultures and societies around the world (Albana, 2017).  

 

Culturally, some societies have long historical records of male domination, in which women 

were mostly taught how to obey their husbands; accept their submissive roles and subscribe 

to be under their first male children when their husband dies. This is a reflection of the strong 

patriarchal traditions dominant among the majority of human societies. These traditions and 

cultures at varying degrees provide the templates for the relegation of the women to the 

background. This makes domestic violence very common and a global issue of concern. It is 

widespread; often considered socially acceptable among some cultures and globally 

underreported. Significantly, the most worrisome situation of universal interest is that women 

hardly report or disclose physical, sexual and or any other forms of violence especially when 
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committed against them by an intimate partner (Sutherland, McCormack, Pirkis, Easteal, and 

Vaughan 2015). Surveys undertaken in 2012 and 2013 indicated that around 30% of women 

had experienced some form of physical, sexual or emotional domestic violence during their 

lifetime (IAGCI, 2016). Although there seems to be a change in attitude among some 

societies, recent reports demonstrated a surge in the rate of domestic violence around the 

globe owing to this lockdown (Wkipedia, 2020; UN, 2020; Lennard, 2020; Townsend, 2020. 

For instance, the call to helpline in Tunisia increased by fivefold in the first days of the 

lockdown (Graham-Harrison, Glufrrida, and Ford, 2020). In Uk, the first week of the 

lockdown witnessed an increase in the number of calls to the helpline by 25% with 150% 

increase in the number of visits to the website (Fraser, 2020). In Cyprus and Singapore, 

helpline calls increased by 30% (NDVH, 2020) within the first week of lockdown, 40% in 

Australia and 67% in Argentina (UN women, 2020).  

 

Globally, domestic violence is one of the most pervasive violations of fundamental human 

rights which affect women of all ages, race, creed and economic backgrounds (Sutherland, 

McCormack, Pirkis, Easteal, and Vaughan, (2015). It is harm that goes beyond the physical 

realm and transcends into perpetual emotional feeling leading to torture, severe pains and 

depressions.  

 

According to WHO (2013) cited in Galvão, (2015), there is a shred of strong evidence 

establishing links between women’s exposure to violence and direct health outcomes. Reports 

from the review revealed that domestic violence against women could be as dangerous as 

leading to mental health problems, subscription to substance use, and the desire to commit 

suicide and harm oneself and unleash fatal and non-fatal injuries on one. Drawing from the 

above research reports, it can be seen that the effects of domestic violence are enormous and 

all-encompassing ranging from the individual victims to the entire society where such 

lifestyles are harboured.  Considering the impact of domestic violence, Sutherland, et al. 

(2015) argues that domestic violence influences the health, welfare and development of 

individuals and families, the communities in which they live and the entire society as a 

whole. Generally, domestic violence or violence of any kind is overwhelmingly committed 

against women by men. Such violence includes direct and indirect threats of physical assault, 

sexual assault, emotional and psychological torment, economic control, social isolation and 

any related and similar behaviours that result or can force women to live in perpetual fear 

(Cripps & Davis, 2012; WHO, 2013; Sutherland, et al. (2015). 

 

Drawing from the facts provided above on the influence of domestic violence against women 

to the victims, the families and the larger societies, it is imperative that the mass media must 

make some moves in exposing the causes of domestic violence and with a view to provide 

precautionary measures to restrict the surge. Efforts should be geared towards unraveling the 

underlying causes and at the same time providing primary preventive measures owing to the 

negative impacts of the menace on the society to restrict the rise in domestic violence. For 

instance, in Australia and overseas, public policies addressing violence against women are 

increasingly focused on primary prevention strategies targeted at preventing violence before 

it occurs (VicHealth, 2007). In the context of addressing violence against women, the target 

of primary prevention should be to reduce the incidences leading to its occurrence by 

targeting factors that give rise to or create conditions in which violence against women sets in 

(Quadara & Wall, 2012). Against this background, this study will look at the newspaper 

coverage of domestic violence against women with particular reference to the causes and 

measures of controlling the menace in the country.   

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  
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Although domestic violence had existed long before 2020, it reportedly escalated within this 

period of lockdown (Wikipedia, 2020; UN, 2020; Lennard, 2020; Townsend, 2020). Perhaps, 

domestic violence may not be totally absent in any society with the majority of its population, 

leaving below the poverty line. The state of chronic poverty in Nigeria made it evident that a 

good number of anti-social acts, such as crimes and violence must be prevalent in the nation 

within this lockdown because many people were stock in one place with little resources to 

fend for the family. This fact and several others, such as frequent demand for sex by idle men 

and high level of incompatibility among spouses forced the domestic violence curve to rise 

within the lockdown period. In keeping with their social responsibility roles to the less 

privileged and oppressed as the voice of the voiceless, the press is expected to pick up these 

unhealthy acts against women; challenge those cultural and social norms that condone, 

tolerate or excuse violence against women elsewhere in the globe. Drawing from this context, 

the news and information media are considered as dominant forces that can play significant 

roles in shaping the discourse on matters of international concern like domestic violence 

against women.  

 

Unfortunately, how newspapers covered the acts of domestic violence within this Corona 

virus lockdown period cannot be ascertained without an empirical study of this nature. The 

attention of the media is needed by the less privileged and oppressed for in the end, the 

domestic violence victims and survivors shall remember not the voice of their killer-spouses 

or domestic violence supporting cultures and traditions, but the silence of their friends (the 

media). Against this backdrop, this study examined newspaper coverage of the domestic 

violence against women in their various lockdown environments within the virus ravaging 

period. 

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  

The central objective of this study is to examine the newspaper coverage of domestic 

violence against women in Nigeria during the global Corona-virus lockdown period. The 

specific objectives of the study are to: 

 

 Ascertain if the newspapers gave prominence coverage to domestic violence within 

the lockdown period. 

 Determine the dominant source of interventions for victims of domestic violence 

against women within the lockdown period.  

 Observe whether the newspapers gave adequate publications to the rising domestic 

violence against women within lockdown period.  

 Find out if the newspapers actually follow up domestic violence cases within the 

lockdown period through the frequency of their publications. 

 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND THE MASS MEDIA: A PREVENTIVE APPROACH 

Domestic violence has no generally accepted interpretation because it has different 

dimensions and perspectives. For the sake of this study, the UN (1993) definition which 

sees domestic violence as any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to 

result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats 

of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or 

private life, was adopted. 

 

From the above definition by the United Nations, it is clear even though men can equally 

suffer domestic violence (Domestic Violence Death Review Team, 2015), this study is 

more concerned with media coverage of violence against women within the lockdown 
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period in Nigeria. The reason for the high rate of domestic violence in the country is 

most rooted in the fact that rules are just made in Nigeria only to be violated. Generally, 

Nigeria has laws guiding against domestic violence, but these laws don’t count in the 

real-time when the need arises (Vanguard News, 2016). What did the law on domestic 

violence say? How had those who violated the rules been handled in respect to these 

laws? These are among the duties expected of the media to carry out for the 

repositioning of the society. Reporting the sections of the laws violated and the 

consequences of violence against any woman may in the media go a long way in 

deterring others from taking similar actions against their spouses in the society.  

 

In discussing domestic violence, the mass media are placed on the side of responsibility to 

deliver the needed views to ensure that the lives and health of the women are set free from 

domestic violence of any kind. This is because of the media power to shape and manipulate 

the public opinions and discussions in matters that affect the larger society. This was captured 

more clearly in Carll (2003) when he argues that the mass media features are seen as the most 

vibrant priority area in primary prevention of domestic violence because it has the potential 

influence to guide and shape public understanding of violence against women.  

 

In several studies on the influence of mass media contents on people’s perception of 

issues, efforts have passionately concentrated on the source of the materials; its 

gatekeepers and the audience. With this, little is known about the structures of the 

materials in the media and what the structure got to do with the acceptance or rejection 

of information. It is the structure of the materials that can explain how and why readers 

of materials are influenced by what they see, read or hear in the media (Sutherland et al. 

2015). Considering the why and how of media influence on its audience belief system, 

Easteal, Holland, & Judd, (2015) vehemently argued that unquestionably, the way 

information is structured can increase public understanding of violence against women 

and, more importantly, challenge its place in society.  

 

EMPIRICAL LITERATURE 

Rollè, Abbà, Fazzino, Marino and Brustia (2014) examined the media represented domestic 

violence in two (2) none politically aligned Italian-newspapers in the years 2002/12. The 

study which used the content analysis research method found that there is a preference to 

generally explain the phenomenon of domestic violence rather than discuss the problem to 

the society. This finding creates a room for a study of this nature to investigate the media 

contents in line with providing the extent to which the media showcased the primary causes 

of domestic violence against women. This will help in tackling the menace if adequately x-

rayed. 

 

Owusu-Addo, Owusu-Addo, Antoh, Sarpong, Obeng-Okrahand Annan (2018) adopted media 

framing in their study on Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG). The survey which 

sees the women and girls as critical public of the mass media was interested in the public 

health-related issues that domestic violence can cause in society. The study which focuses on 

media framing of the problems demonstrated that how the news media cover public health 

issues is critical for designing effective health promotion interventions. Moreover, this study 

points to the fact that studies on domestic violence are scarce in low-and middle-income 

countries of the world. The study adopted the Qualitative content analysis research method in 

providing the analysis of how Ghanaian media represented Violence against Women and 

Girls in Ghana with a total of 48 news articles on the study. The findings indicate that media 

framing of VAWG was episodic in nature. It shows that the victims are primarily the ones 
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that carry the blames from the news articles reviewed. In framing VAWG as an individual 

incident and women as helpless victims, the media fail to shape society’s perception of 

VAWG as a social and public health issue. The study, therefore, concluded that for the media 

in Ghana to contribute to the prevention of VAWG, there is the need for news coverage to 

focus on the social construction of the issue, and also raise awareness about support services 

available to victims. This study opened a gap for the current one when it argues that there was 

shortage of literature in studies on media and domestic violence in low income and middle 

income earning countries. Nigeria is one of the middle if not among the low-income earning 

countries where domestic violence is rampant.   

 

Daniel, Aniekeme and Nnamdie (2019) examined Uyo Residents’ Perception of Selected 

Newspaper Coverage of Gender-based violence in Nigeria. The study adopted a survey 

research method investigating the perception of newspaper coverage of domestic violence 

among 400 respondents. The findings reveal that majority of the respondents (51.3%) thought 

that Daily Sun and Vanguard newspapers do not cover Gender-based violence issues 

frequently. The researchers recommend that there is need to strategize ways that will 

facilitate the prominence of Gender-Based Violence stories in the newspapers (like putting 

GBV stories on the centre spread or front pages) where all genders are well covered and 

given prominence to aid readers in understanding the issues of GBV. This study is related to 

the current one, given that it discusses media coverage but differ in the research method. As 

the previous research is looking at the perception of the audience, the current one is 

concerned with the efforts of the media in performing their social responsibility and agenda-

setting function with a view to eradicate evils in the society. This study looked at the 

frequency and prominence of coverage. At the same time, the current one is concerned with 

the causes and possible information provided by the media to stop domestic violence against 

women.    

 

In another study, Yusuf, Arulogun, Oladepo, and Olowokeere (2011) study examined gender-

based violence with emphasis on physical violence among men and women in an intimate 

relationship. The study adopted the survey research method in reviewing a total of 989 

respondents sampled through multi-stage cluster sampling procedure conducted around the 

six geo-political zones of Nigeria. The researchers found that more females experienced 

physical violence than males. The study recommended that strategies should be put in place, 

and all major stakeholders should help to curb this menace. The mass media are among the 

stakeholders in this recommendation. That makes this current study very apt in considering 

the efforts of the media in finding out the causes of violence and condemning the same for 

the evil to cease in society.  

 

In a different study, Talabi (2016) examined the dominant frames adopted by the print media 

in reporting abuses against homemakers. The study adopted the manifest content analysis 

research method with stories, features articles, opinion articles, editorials and 

cartoon/graphics as the units of analysis in this study. The findings showed that newspaper 

actively reported homemakers’ abuse incidence, but the tone of editorial bias in most abuse 

stories portrayed in the newspapers was not given. The study recommends that the newspaper 

should do more than just creating awareness about homemakers’ abuses by mere reportage, 

but a mediatory and change-stimulating coverage of homemakers’ abuse should be done. 

This recommendation is a wake-up call to this current one which looks at how the media 

placed their report on the causes of domestic violence and expose all customs, cultures and 

norms that provide an excuse for committing violence against women.  
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

On the previous scholarly views which have stressed the importance and indispensability of 

theories in social science research, this study was anchored on two theories, namely- The 

Social Responsibility and Agenda-Setting theories of mass communication.   

 

Social Responsibility Theory   

The social responsibility theory places the media on the obligation of doing the needful in 

getting the evils in society and exposing them to see if society can do away with it. By the 

provision of social responsibility theory, the press has the duty to engage in coverage of 

issues causing domestic violence in the society since it has been classified as a global issue 

against the life and rights of women. It makes the media responsible for being the voice of the 

voiceless. The social responsibility theory of the press states that though the media should 

have the freedom to carry out their duties, such duties should have a level of obligations and 

responsibilities (Nwabueze 2012). McQuail (2005) writes that while it is necessary for the 

press to be free, the public also have the right to a free press and the right of the people takes 

precedence. Justifying the responsibility of the media; the theory holds that the press has a 

right to criticize negative actions in society. Drawing from this position of the argument, it is 

the duty of the media to identify the causes of domestic violence against women for the 

societal liberation of domestic violence. This means that the media should identify all 

customs, cultures and values that guarantee and or provide a template for excuses for 

committing domestic violence against women, condemn them and bring them to ridicule 

before the public. Relating this theory to the study, the newspapers are socially responsible to 

the public; they have the obligation to objectively inform the public the cases of domestic 

violence and its leading causes with a view to provide an end to it uniquely within the 

lockdown period. As the voice of the voiceless, media has the duty to wage war against all 

kinds of domestic violence against women. It is the view of the researcher that identify the 

causes of domestic violence, exposing those cultures and customs that encourage them and 

ridiculing them through media interpretation can go a long way in reducing the rate at which 

it occurs in the society.    

 

Agenda-Setting theory 

Despite being a theory in progress, the proponents of the agenda-setting theory of mass 

communication maintain that through effective and repeated reporting of an issue in the focal 

points of the news media, the people will get to know about the activity and possibly act in 

line with the media directives on such development. This theory makes the mass media 

critical opinion controller and directors of public views and discourse on prevailing issues 

around the world. The import of this is that if the increasing rate of domestic violence gets 

frequent reports in the news media, soon, it will command the attention of the media 

audience.  In doing so, the media reports could force the audience to device means of 

restricting domestic violence. This is because of the dangers it portends to the individual 

victims, the family and the society at large which the media expose to the public. This is 

because, the mass media can produce a change of the cognitive structures, and the perception 

that the public has about what is happening around them (La Rocca, (2017).  The media’s 

ability in doing this according to Agudosy and Ikegbunam (2020) rests in their strength of not 

only bringing events closer to the people but in drawing their attention to their preferred 

events which otherwise would have been far away from them. Through bringing these events 

close to the people, media can then, provide a frame of interpretation to enable their users 

read and understand what is happening. 
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Relating this theory to the current study, media interpretation of domestic violence must 

provide the direction of opinion and action against it. If the media offer a contrary analysis of 

the cultures in some societies that aide the commitment of domestic violence against women 

in the negative light, such analyses must impact on the people and possibly change the rate at 

which domestic violence thrives in the society.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

Considering the nature of the study, Content Analysis was used as the study method to help 

the researcher in achieving the research objectives.  The population of the study comprises of 

all publications of Daily Sun, Vanguard and Guardian newspapers from March 23
rd

 to June, 

2020. These months covered a total of 100 days in the lockdown period. It means that 100 

publications of the three newspapers under investigations were covered within the period 

since all the three papers are daily publications. This amounts to 300 editions in all. The three 

newspapers were selected based on accessibility and wide circulation in the country. The 

manifest contents of the selected papers for the period of study were explored from every 

single publication of the hard copies. In contrast, the researcher reviews the online versions of 

the publications using such keywords as couple violence, domestic violence, family violence, 

husband violence and wife violence. 

 

Given that 300 editions of the three newspapers were manageable, a census study of all the 

editions of the newspapers was conducted. The researcher’s adoption of census study was 

informed based by Asemah, Gujbawu, Ekhareafo, and Okphanachi, (2012) assertion that 

census is attractive for small and manageable populations. On this note, all the editions of the 

newspapers under investigation published within the period of the lockdown were examined 

and their contents concerning domestic violence were all analyzed. 

 

Unit of analysis  

The unit of analysis for this study is the placement of stories, frequency of the publications, 

source of interventions and follow-ups. The content categories are front page, inside page, 

inside page center spreads and back page stories for placement. The domestic violence 

interventions from the government, NGOs, Human rights and ministry of women affairs are 

categorized for interventions sources. The study also looked at the frequency of publications 

using the numbers of stories published within the months under investigation. Stories that are 

published in the front page are categorized as front page like-wise those published at the back 

page, inside page and inside page center spreads. Contents that showcase the actions of the 

government in curbing and rescuing domestic violence victims are classified as government 

intervention. In contrast, contents that reveal the activities of NGOs, Human rights and 

ministry of women affairs on their efforts to curtail, help out or rescue victims of domestic 

violence are classified in like manners. Further, the researcher categorizes contents on the 

activities into follow-up and not follow-ups. Stories that are reported and followed in 

subsequent reports are classified as followed-up stories and those that are flashed once 

without any further review were seen as not followed-up. 

 

 

The instrument of data collection 

The Coding Sheet, however, was used as an instrument to generate data on the manifest 

contents of the reports in the selected newspapers on domestic violence against women 

during the lockdown. The coding guide also was used to provide a guide on the units of 

analysis and contents categories that the researcher is interested in.  
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Inter-coder reliability: To ensure that the instrument is reliable, the researcher adopted the 

Holsti’s inter-coder reliability formula. The inter-coder reliability is accepted as the 

correlation coefficient is up to .72.  

Inter-coder reliability was assessed using Holsti’s inter-coder reliability formula. The Holsti’s 

inter-coder reliability test was calculated thus: 

Reliability                   R=2(M) 

                                         N1+N2 

Therefore Inter-coder reliability 

              R =2(12)   24 

                    18+15 ꞊ 33  

                              ꞊ 0.72       

Method of data presentation 

Data from the investigation were presented in tables and simple percentages given the fact 

that the study is concerned with the examination of the manifest contents of newspapers on 

domestic violence against women during this global lockdown.  

 

Table 1: Placement of stories on domestic violence against within the lockdown period 

Variables   Daily 

sun  

Vanguard  Guardian  Frequency Percentage  

Front page stories 4 7 3 14 12.1 

Inside page stories  21 20 25 66 57.3 

Inside page center spread  9 10 7 19 22.6 

Back page stories  2 4 3 9 7.8 

Total  36 41 38 115 100 

Source: researcher’s content analysis 2020 

 

This table shows the kind of attention given to domestic violence by the newspapers under 

investigation. The number of stories published in the back page, front page and inside page 

center spread collectively is 42.7% of the total stories while the ones published inside the 

page stories account for 57.3%. This means that the media in Nigeria pay less attention to 

domestic violence against women during the lockdown period.  

 

Table 2: Media portrayal of sources of interventions for victims of domestic violence  

Variables  Daily sun  Vanguard  Guardian  Frequency  % 

Government intervention 7 8 5 20 17.3 

NGO intervention  12 14 11 37 32.1 

Human rights 10 14 11 35 30.4 

Ministry of women affairs 7 5 11 23 20 

Total  36 41 38 115 100 

Source: Researcher’s contents analysis, 2020 

 

From the data available, the most dominant source of intervention on domestic violence 

against women is the non-Governmental Organizations’ efforts in the control of domestic 

violence against women. This was followed by the human rights efforts in this direction. This 

implies that the government gets less information on domestic violence to act on perhaps 

because of the prevailing cultures in various lands and climes that prohibit women from 

exposing some of the dastardly acts against them by their husbands.  
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Table 3: Frequency of coverage of domestic violence cases within the lockdown through the 

frequency of their publications 

Variables   Daily sun  Vanguard  Guardian  Frequency Percentage  

March 4 3 4 11 20.8 

April  11 16 13 40 48.6 

May  13 8 9 30 22.6 

June  8 14 12 34 7.8 

Total  36 41 38 115 100 

Source: Researcher’s contents analysis, 2020 

 

From the data in this table, it can be seen that the newspapers under investigation did not 

report domestic violence frequently within the period of lockdown. There are total of 100 

days and more within the period, yet the total number of stories published in the newspaper 

was 115. This implies that as domestic violence against women increases, the media reports 

on the incidences decreases. A normal news report that can serve as a better reflection of 

domestic violence against women within the period would have had an increasing number of 

items as the lockdown lasts.  

 

Table 4: Whether Newspapers follow-up stories on domestic violence during the lockdown 

Variables   Daily sun  Vanguard  Guardian  Frequency Percentage  

Stories followed up 5(13.9) 11(26.8) 7(18.4) 23 20 

Stories not followed up   31(86.1) 30(73.8) 31(81.6) 92 80 

Total  36 41 38 115 100 

Source: Researcher’s content analysis, 2020 

 

This table revealed the negligence of the media to domestic violence in Nigeria. Of the three 

115 publications observed and analyzed in this study, only 20% were followed up by the 

media. The remaining 80% were fresh news stories some of which were published in passing 

by the press. The reason for this result may form the bases of another research. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS  

With 12.1% and 7.8% publications on the focal points of the newspapers, this study found 

that the news papers in Nigeria do not give prominent to coverage of domestic violence in 

Nigeria. The focal points of the newspapers according Nwabueze, (2011) provides the news 

stories the ample opportunities to be read by almost all the people that came across the 

newspapers. This finding goes contrary to the agenda setting theory of mass communication 

which in the words of Miller (2002), posits that the media lead the public in assigning relative 

importance to various public issues by positioning them in focal points. In keeping with the 

agenda-setting functions of the mass media, publishing domestic violence against women in 

the front and back pages of the newspapers using critical interpretative frames will impact on 

the audience perception of the crime. Until the domestic violence against women is reported 

in the media in a language that will jettison the act and all its supporting cultures or agencies, 

the society will forever remain with the crime. Drawing from the views held in Nwabueze 

and Oduah (2013), all forms of domestic violence can best be fought if ridiculed in the media 

for the public to see. This study has shown that the media fail short of the responsibility 

placed on them by the social responsibility theory. It is their responsibility to ascribe meaning 

to events through interpretations of issues surrounding such activities for the public to see 

(Okugo, Onwukwe, Ihechu & Okereke, 2015) 
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The second research question which sought to identify major source of intervention in cases 

of domestic violence in Nigeria, the investigation revealed that the NGOs are the major 

intervening bodies with 32.1% of the total contents observed and analyzed. This finding 

shows the level of concern given to domestic violence by NGOs. The finding also reveals low 

level of government attention to domestic violence and related offences in the country as the 

main reason for persistence of such offences and acts among the people. It however, shows 

the position of domestic violence on the scale of fundamental human rights. 

 

The data from the third research question seeking to verify whether the media did well by 

issuing frequent report of domestic violence against women, the researcher found that the 

media failed to report more on domestic violence within the period under study despite the 

increase of such acts and crimes within the period. This finding corroborates earlier finding 

by earlier media scholars that domestic violence is usually under-reported (Daniel, Aniekeme 

and Nnamdie, 2019). It is a fall out of the media on the social responsibility theory which 

sees the press as the voice of the voiceless in the society (Ekeli, 2008, p. 338; Agudosy, 

Ikegbunam and Obiakor, 2018). By virtue of the level of vulnerability, the women and girl 

children are susceptible to different kinds of dangers especially during war, natural hazards 

like hurricane, earthquake, and global pandemic like this.   

 

The fourth research question investigated if the newspapers followed their reports up as 

events unfolds. The data from table four demonstrated that the while 20% of the news stories 

published on domestic violence were followed up, 80% were not followed up. This finding is 

in tandem with the views of proponents of vulture-reporting-hypothesis. It was the views of 

the proponents that the media are usually interested in breaking the news with little or no 

attention to details after the jinx are broken. Lack of follow-up against domestic violence 

against women contributes to the reason why victims hardly get justice. This finding agrees 

with that of Uguwanyi, (2018) who concluded that once follow-up were not staged, there will 

be absolute lack of thematic analysis of events which creates windows for the perpetrators of 

crimes to go scot free. Lack of follow-up on domestic violence against women translates to 

violations of expectations of the public. This study lends credence to Raji (2019) who argues 

that once the media expose the unhealthy behaviours of people in their publications, their 

audience may, with time learn to take the right attitudinal change to suit the required behavior 

expected of them. With these kinds of coverage, attitudinal change for the better is not 

forthcoming anytime soon.  

 

CONCLUSION 
Drawing from the data, it is concluded that the media failed to give adequate and prominent 

coverage to domestic violence in Nigeria within the lockdown period. The study concludes 

that as domestic violence is on the increase, media reports on it in Nigeria are decreasing. The 

necessary media services to the people is generally lacking in their reports on domestic 

violence. This is because of the media negligence of the need to follow-up their stories. For 

lack of follow-ups, the thematic details of domestic violence against women were in short 

supply. This simply means that change of attitude can hardly be obtained so as to reduce the 

level of domestic violence in the country. Generally, the media violated the expectation of the 

public who believed them to be the voice of the voiceless. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  
Drawing from the data discussed above, the researcher recommended that: 

 The mass media should as a respect to their social responsibility functions expose the 

people to the harmful effects of domestic violence against women in the country. This 
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can best be done through publishing issues and activities of victims and perpetrators 

in the focal points of their newspapers.  

 The government should as a matter of responsibility pay attention to domestic 

violence response especially within this lockdown period. 

 The media should encourage adequate coverage of domestic violence against women 

to suit their social responsibility to the vulnerable group. It is through adequate 

publication that the media can get it right in setting-agenda on the ills of domestic 

violence against women in Nigeria.    

 The mass media should as a matter of necessity follow-up their stories on domestic 

violence against women. Following up will help them to provide thematic analysis 

that can help the people to adopt the change of attitude to reduce violence against 

women.  
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